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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5946

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2013 2nd Speci al Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 2nd Speci al Session
By Senate Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senator Dammei er)
READ FI RST Tl ME 06/ 11/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to strengthening student educational outcones;
amendi ng RCW 28A 165.005, 28A.165.015, 28A 165.035, 28A. 165. 055,
28A. 165. 065, 28A. 600. 015, 28A. 600. 020, 28A. 600. 410, 28A. 600. 460,
28A. 300. 046, 28A. 300. 042, 28A. 415. 010, 28A. 150. 325, 28A. 250. 010,
28A. 250. 020, 28A. 250. 050, 28A. 250. 060, 28A. 250. 070, 28A. 225. 225,
28A. 150. 100, 28A.525.162, and 28A. 525.166; anendi ng 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 34
s 1 (uncodified); reenacting and anendi ng RCW 28A. 225. 220; addi ng a new
section to chapter 28A. 300 RCW addi ng new sections to chapter 28A. 320
RCW addi ng new sections to chapter 28A 415 RCW addi ng new sections to
chapter 28A. 655 RCW adding a new section to chapter 28A 165 RCW
addi ng new sections to chapter 28A 600 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 28A. 250 RCW adding a new chapter to Title 28A RCW creating
new sections; recodifying RCW 28A. 150. 325; repealing RCW 28A. 150. 262,
28A. 165. 025, 28A. 165. 045, 28A. 415. 250, and 28A.415. 260; and decl aring
an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

PART |
LEARNI NG TO READ, READI NG TO LEARN

p. 1 ESSB 5946. SL
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 101. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

In support of reading and early literacy, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction is responsible for:

(1) Continuing to work collaboratively wth state and regional
partners such as the departnent of early | earning and the educati onal
service districts to establish early literacy benchmarks and standards
and to i npl enent the Washi ngton state conprehensive |iteracy plan;

(2) Dissemnating research and information to school districts
about evidence-based prograns and practices in reading readiness
skills, early literacy, and reading instruction;

(3) Providing statew de nodels to support school districts that are
i npl enmenting response to intervention initiatives, positive behavior
i ntervention support systens, or other simlar conprehensive nodels of
dat a- based identification and early intervention; and

(4) Wthin available funds and in partnership with the educati onal
service districts, providing technical assistance and professional
devel opnent opportunities for school districts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 102. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 320
RCWto read as foll ows:

School districts are responsible for providing a conprehensive
system of instruction and services in reading and early literacy to
ki ndergarten through fourth grade students that is based on the degree
of student need for additional support. Reading and early literacy
systens provided by school districts nmust include:

(1) Annual use of screening assessnents and other tools to identify
at-risk readers in kindergarten through fourth grade, such as the
Washi ngton ki ndergarten inventory of devel oping skills, the Washi ngton
state early | earning and devel opnent guidelines for birth through third
grade, the second grade readi ng assessnent under RCW 28A. 300. 310, and
| ocal |y used assessnents and ot her tools; and

(2) Research-based fam |y involvenent and engagenment strategies
including strategies to help fam |ies and guardi ans assi st in inproving
students' reading and early literacy skills at hone.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 103. A new section is added to chapter 28A 415
RCWto read as foll ows:

ESSB 5946. SL p. 2
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(1) High-quality professional developnent is essential for
educators to keep abreast of the inportant advances in research that
are occurring regarding instructional strategies and curriculum
Pr of essi onal developnent in early literacy is especially inportant to
support the instruction of young readers since reading proficiency is
a crucial elenment for student academ c success.

(2) Subject to funds appropriated for this specific purpose, the
office of +the superintendent of public instruction shall «create
partnerships wth the educational service districts and public or
private institutions of higher education wth approved educator
preparation prograns to devel op and deliver research-based professional
devel opment | earning opportunities in reading instruction and early
literacy for teachers of kindergarten through fourth grade students.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 104. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 320
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Each school district shall require that report cards for
students in kindergarten through fourth grade include information
regarding how the student is progressing on acquiring reading skills
and whet her the student is at grade | evel in reading.

(2) If a student is not reading at or above grade level, the
teacher, with the support of other school personnel as appropriate,
must explain to the parent or guardian which interventions and
strategies will be used to help inprove the student's reading skills
and nust provide strategies for parents or guardians to assist wth
i nproving the student's reading skills at hone.

(3) Each school shall report to the school district the nunber of
students in grades kindergarten through four who are reading below
grade |l evel and the interventions that are being provided to inprove
the reading skills of the students, with the information di saggregated
by subgroups of students. The school district shall aggregate the
reports fromthe schools and provide the reports to the office of the
superintendent of public instruction. The office of the superintendent
of public instruction shall submt a statew de report annually to the
education conmttees of the |egislature and the educational opportunity
gap oversight and accountability conmttee.

p. 3 ESSB 5946. SL
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 105. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section and section 106 of this act unless the context clearly requires
ot herw se.

(a) "Basic" nmeans a score on the statew de student assessnent at a
level two in a four-level scoring system

(b) "Bel ow basic" nmeans a score on the statew de student assessnent
at alevel one in a four-level scoring system

(c) "Not neet the state standard” neans a score on the statew de
student assessnent at either a |l evel one or a level two in a four-Ievel
scoring system

(2) Beginning in the 2014-15 school vyear, for any student who
receives a score of below basic on the third grade statew de student
assessnent in English | anguage arts, a neeting nust be schedul ed before
the end of the school year between the student's parent or guardi an,
teacher, and the principal of the school the student attends or the
principal's designee to discuss appropriate grade placenent and
recommended intensive strategies to inprove the student's reading
skills. For students to be placed in fourth grade, the strategies
di scussed nust include an intensive inprovenent strategy provided,
supported, or contracted by the school district that includes a sumer
program or other option identified by the parents, teacher, principal,
or principal's designee as appropriately neeting the student's need to
prepare for fourth grade. The parents or guardians nust be fully
i nfornmed about the strategies and the parent's or guardian's consent
must be obtained regarding the appropriate grade placenent and the
i ntensive inprovenent strategy to be inplenented. The school district
must i nplenent the strategy selected in consultation with the student's
parents or guardi ans.

(3) If a student does not have a score in English | anguage arts on
the third grade statewi de student assessnent but the district
determ nes, using district or classroom based di agnostic assessnents or
anot her standardi zed assessnent, that the student's performance is
equivalent to below basic in English |anguage arts, the policy in
subsection (2) of this section applies.

(4) Students participating in the transitional bi I i ngual
instruction program are exenpt from the policy in subsection (2) of

ESSB 5946. SL p. 4



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
= O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

this section, unless the student has participated in the transitional
bilingual instruction program for three school years and receives a
score of below basic on the third grade statew de student assessnent in
Engl i sh | anguage arts.

(5) Students wth disabilities whose individualized education
program i ncl udes specially designed instruction in reading or English
| anguage arts are exenpt from subsections (2), (3), and (4) of this
section. Comrunication and consultation with parents or guardi ans of
such students shall occur through the individualized educati on program
process required under chapt er 28A.155 RCW and associ ated
adm ni strative rul es.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 106. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1)(a) Beginning in the 2015-16 school year, except as otherw se
provided in this subsection (1), for any student who received a score
of basic or bel ow basic on the third grade statew de student assessnent
in English |anguage arts in the previous school vyear, the school
district nust inplenent an intensive reading and literacy inprovenent
strategy froma state nmenu of best practices established in accordance
with subsection (3) of this section or an alternative strategy in
accordance with subsection (4) of this section.

(b) Reading and literacy inprovenent strategies for students with
di sabilities whose individualized education programincludes specially
designed instruction in reading or English |anguage arts shall be as
provided in the individualized educati on program

(2)(a) Also beginning in the 2015-16 school year, in any school
where nore than forty percent of the tested students received a score
of basic or bel ow basic on the third grade statew de student assessnent
in English language arts in the previous school year, as calcul ated
under this subsection (2), the school district nmust inplenent an
intensive reading and literacy inprovenent strategy from a state nmenu
of best practices established in accordance with subsection (3) of this
section or an alternative strategy in accordance with subsection (4) of
this section for all students in grades kindergarten through four at
t he school

(b) For the purposes of this subsection (2), the office of the
superi ntendent of public instruction shall exclude the follow ng from

p. 5 ESSB 5946. SL
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the cal culation of a school's percentage of tested students receiving
a score of basic or below basic on the third grade statew de student
assessnent:

(i) Students enrolled in the transitional bilingual instruction
program unless the student has participated in the transitional
bilingual instruction programfor three school years;

(1i) Students wth disabilities whose individualized education
program specifies a different standard to neasure readi ng performnce
than is required for the statew de student assessnent; and

(ti1) Schools wth fewer than ten students in third grade.

(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
convene a panel of experts, including the Washington state institute
for public policy, to develop a state nenu of best practices and
strategies for intensive reading and literacy inprovenent designed to
assi st struggling students in reaching grade level in reading by the
end of fourth grade. The state nmenu nust al so include best practices
and strategies to inprove the reading and literacy of students who are
Engl i sh | anguage | earners and for system i nprovenents that schools and
school districts can inplenent to i nprove reading instruction for al
students. The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
publish the state nmenu by July 1, 2014, and update the state nenu by
each July 1st thereafter

(4) School districts may use an alternative practice or strategy
that is not on a state nmenu devel oped under subsection (3) of this
section for two school years initially. |If the district is able to
denonstrate inproved outcones for participating students over the
previous two school years at a |evel commensurate with the best
practices and strategies on the state nmenu, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction mnust approve wuse of the
alternative practice or strategy by the district for one additiona
school vyear. Subsequent annual approval by the superintendent of
public instruction to use the alternative practice or strategy is
dependent on the district continuing to denonstrate an increase in
i nproved outcones for participating students.

PART 11|
REQUI RI NG THE LEARNI NG ASSI STANCE PROGRAM TO BE EVI DENCE- BASED

ESSB 5946. SL p. 6
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Sec. 201. RCW 28A. 165.005 and 2009 ¢ 548 s 701 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) This chapter is designed to: ((8)) (a) Pronote the use of
((assessnent)) data when devel opi ng prograns to assist underachieving
students and reduce disruptive behaviors in the classroom and ((£2))
(b) guide school districts in providing the nost effective and
efficient practices when inplenenting supplenental instruction and
services to assist underachieving students and_reduce_disruptive
behaviors in the classroom

(2) School districts inplenenting a_learning_ assistance_program
shall focus_first on_ addressing_ the needs_ of students in_ grades

ki ndergarten through four who are deficient in reading or reading
readi ness skills to inmprove reading literacy.

Sec. 202. RCW 28A. 165. 015 and 2009 ¢ 548 s 702 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context clearly indicates otherwise the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

£2))) "Basic skills areas" neans reading, witing, and mathematics
as well as readi ness associated with these skills.

((3y)) (2) "Participating student"” means a student in kindergarten
t hrough grade twel ve who scores below standard for his or her grade
level using mnultiple nmeasures of performance, including on the
statew de student assessnents or_other assessnents_and_ performance
neasurenent tools adnministered by the school or district and who is
identified ((+r)) by the ((appreved—ptan)) district to receive
servi ces.

((4)) (3) "Statew de student assessnents" nmeans one or nore of
the ((several basic skills assessients admnistered as part of the
states—student—assessrent—system—andassessrents—n—the basteskits
areas)) assessnents admnistered by ((teeal)) school districts as
requi red under RCW28A. 655. 070.

((65¥)) (4) "Underachieving students" neans students wth the

p. 7 ESSB 5946. SL
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greatest academ c deficits in basic skills as identified by ((t+he))
statewi de, school, or district assessments or other performance
neasur enent tools

Sec. 203. RCW 28A. 165.035 and 2008 ¢ 321 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning in the 2015-16 school year, expenditure of funds from
the | earning assistance program nust be consistent with the provisions
of section 106 of this act.

(2) Use of best practices that have_ been_ denonstrated_ through
research to be associated with i ncreased student achi evenent magnifies
the opportunities for student success. To the extent they are included
as a best practice or strategy in one of the state nenus or an approved
alternative under this section or section 106 of this act, the
followng are services and activities that may be supported by the
| earni ng assi stance program

((5)) (a) Extended learning tinme opportunities occurring:

(((8))) (i) Before or after the regular school day;

((8))) (ii) On Saturday; and

((€e))) (iii) Beyond the regul ar school year;
((2)) (b) Services under RCW28A. 320. 190;

((3))) (c) Professional devel opnent for certificated and
classified staff that focuses on:

(((2))) (i) The needs of a diverse student popul ation;

((b)y)) (i) Specific literacy and mathenmatics content and
instructional strategies; and

((€e)y)) (@(ii) The wuse of student wrk to guide effective
instruction and appropriate assi stance;

((64))) (d) Consultant teachers to assist in inplenenting effective
instructional practices by teachers serving participating students;

((65))) (e) Tutoring support for participating students; ((and

£6y)) () CQutreach activities and support for parents of
participating students, —including_enploying_ parent and_famly
engagenent coordinators; and

() Up to five percent of a district's |earning assistance program
allocation nay be used for devel opnent of partnerships with community-
based organi zations, educational service districts, and_other |oca
agencies to deliver academ ¢ and nonacadem ¢ supports to participating

ESSB 5946. SL p. 8
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students who are_significantly at risk of not_ being_ successful in
school to reduce barriers to learning, increase student engagenent, and
enhance students' readiness to learn. The office of the superintendent
of public instruction nust approve any community-based organi zation or

| ocal agency before |l earning assistance funds nay be expended.

(3) In addition to the state nenu devel oped under section 106 of
this act, the office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
convene a_panel of experts, including the WAshington_state institute
for public policy, to develop additional state nenus of best practices
andstrategies for_ use in_the learning assistance_ program to_assi st
struggling students at all grade levels in English | anguage arts and
mat hematics and_reduce_ disruptive behaviors in_the_ classroom The
office of the superintendent of public instruction shall publish the
state nenus by July 1, 2015, and update_the state nenus by each July
1st thereafter.

(4)(a) Beginning in the 2016-17 school year, except as provided in
(b) of this_ subsection, school districts nust_ use_ a_ practice_ or
strategy that is on a state nenu devel oped under subsection (3) of this
section or section 106 of this act.

(b) Beginning in the 2016-17 school year, school districts may use
a practice or_strategy that is not on a state nenu_ devel oped under
subsection (3) of this section for two school years initially. 1If the
district is able to denpbnstrate_ inproved outcones for_ participating
students over the previous two school years at a |level comensurate
with the best practices and strategies on the state nenu, the office of
the superintendent of public_instruction_ shall approve use_ of the
alternative practice or strategy by the district for one_ additiona
school vyear. Subsequent _annual _approval by the_ superintendent of
public _instruction to use the alternative practice or_ strateqgy is
dependent on the district continuing to denonstrate increased i nproved
out cones for participating students.

(c) Beginning in the 2016-17 school year, school districts nay
enter cooperative agreenents with state agencies, |ocal governnents, or
school districts for admnistrative or_ operational costs needed to
provide services in_accordance with the state nenus_ devel oped under
this section and section 106 of this act.

(5) School districts are encouraged to i npl enent best practices and

p. 9 ESSB 5946. SL
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strategies from the state nenus devel oped under this section and
section 106 of this act before the use i s required.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 204. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 165
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning with the 2014-15 school year, school districts shal
record in the statew de individual student data system annual entrance
and exit performance data for each student participating in the
| earni ng assi stance program accordi ng to specifications established by
the office of the superintendent of public instruction.

(2) By August 1, 2014, and each August 1st thereafter, school
districts shall report to the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, using a common fornmat prepared by the office:

(a) The amount of academ c grow h gai ned by students participating
in the | earni ng assi stance program

(b) The nunmber of students who gain at |east one year of academ c
growt h; and

(c) The specific practices, activities, and prograns used by each
school building that received | earni ng assi stance program f undi ng.

(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
conpile the school district data and report annual and | ongitudina
gains for the specific practices, activities, and prograns used by the
school districts to show which are the nost effective. The data nust
be di saggregated by student subgroups.

Sec. 205. RCW 28A. 165. 055 and 2009 ¢ 548 s 703 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

( { Eaeh—school—di-strtet—w-Hh—an—approved—program—is—eb-gi-ble—for
statefunds—provided—torthetearnngasststance—program-) )  The funds
for the learning assistance program shall be appropriated ((fer—the
learning—asststanrce—proegrar)) in accordance wth RCW 28A. 150. 260 and
t he omi bus appropriations act. The distribution formulais for schoo
district allocation purposes only, but funds appropriated for the
| earni ng assi stance program nmust be expended for the purposes of RCW
28A. 165. 005 t hrough 28A. 165. 065 and section 106 of this act.

Sec. 206. RCW 28A. 165. 065 and 2004 c¢c 20 s 7 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

ESSB 5946. SL p. 10
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To ensure that school districts are neeting the requirenents of
((ar—approved—prograr)) this_ chapter, the superintendent of public
instruction shall nonitor ((sueh)) |learning assistance prograns no | ess
than once every four years. ( ( Fadivi-dual —student—records—shal—be
matntatned—at—the—sehool—distr+et—)) The primary purpose of program
nonitoring is to evaluate the effectiveness of a district's allocation
and expenditure_of resources and_nonitor school district fidelity in
i npl enenting best practices. The office of the superintendent of
public instruction nmay provide technical assistance to school districts
to inprove the effectiveness of alearning assistance program

PART 111
STUDENT DI SCI PLI NE

NEW SECTION. Sec. 301. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 600
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
convene a discipline task force to develop standard definitions for
causes of student disciplinary actions taken at the discretion of the
school district. The task force nust also develop data collection
standards for disciplinary actions that are discretionary and for
disciplinary actions that result in the exclusion of a student from
school . The data collection standards nust include data about
education services provided while a student 1is subject to a
di sciplinary action, the status of petitions for readmssion to the
school district when a student has been excluded from school, credit
retrieval during a period of exclusion, and school dropout as a result
of disciplinary action.

(2) The discipline task force shall include representatives from
the K-12 data governance group, the educational opportunity gap
oversi ght and accountability commttee, the state ethnic conm ssions,
the governor's office of Indian affairs, the office of the education
onbudsman, school districts, and other education and advocacy
organi zati ons.

(3) The office of the superintendent of public instruction and the
K-12 data governance group shall revise the statew de student data
systemto incorporate the student discipline data collection standards

p. 11 ESSB 5946. SL
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recommended by the discipline task force, and begin collecting data
based on the revised standards in the 2015-16 school year.

Sec. 302. RCW 28A. 600.015 and 2006 ¢ 263 s 701 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt and
distribute to all school districts lawful and reasonable rules
prescribing the substantive and procedural due process guarantees of
pupils in the common school s. Such rules shall authorize a schoo
district to use informal due process procedures in connection with the
short-term suspension of students to the extent constitutionally
perm ssi ble: PROVIDED, That the superintendent of public instruction
deens the interest of students to be adequately protected. When a
student suspension or expul sion is appeal ed, the rules shall authorize
a school district to inpose the suspension or expulsion tenporarily
after an initial hearing for no nore than ten consecutive school days
or until the appeal is decided, whichever is earlier. Any days that
the student is tenporarily suspended or expelled before the appeal is
deci ded shall be applied to the term of the student suspension or
expul sion and shall not limt or extend the term of the student
suspensi on or expulsion. An expulsion or suspension of a student may
not be for an indefinite period of tine.

(2) Short-termsuspension procedures may be used for suspensions of
students up to and including, ten consecutive school days.

(3) Energency expul sions nust end_or be converted to another form
of corrective_ action_within ten_ school days from the date_of the
energency renoval fromschool. Notice and due process rights nust be
provi ded when_an energency expulsion_is converted to_another form of
corrective action.

Sec. 303. RCW 28A. 600. 020 and 2006 ¢ 263 s 706 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The rules adopted pursuant to RCW 28A 600.010 shall be
interpreted to ensure that the optinmum |earning atnosphere of the
cl assroomis mai ntai ned, and that the hi ghest considerationis given to
the judgnment of qualified certificated educators regarding conditions
necessary to nmaintain the optimuml earni ng at nosphere.

ESSB 5946. SL p. 12
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(2) Any student who creates a disruption of the educational process
in violation of the building disciplinary standards while under a
teacher's i nmmedi at e supervi sion nmay be excluded by the teacher fromhis
or her individual classroomand instructional or activity area for al
or any portion of the balance of the school day, or up to the foll ow ng
two days, or wuntil the principal or designee and teacher have
conferred, whichever occurs first. Except in energency circunstances,
the teacher first nust attenpt one or nore alternative fornms of
corrective action. 1In no event without the consent of the teacher may
an excluded student return to the class during the balance of that
class or activity period or up to the followi ng two days, or until the
princi pal or his or her designee and the teacher have conferred.

(3) In order to preserve a beneficial |earning environnent for al
students and to maintain good order and discipline in each classroom
every school district board of directors shall provide that witten
procedures are devel oped for adm nistering discipline at each schoo
within the district. Such procedures shall be developed with the
participation of parents and the community, and shall provide that the
teacher, principal or designee, and other authorities designated by the
board of directors, nake every reasonable attenpt to involve the parent
or guardian and the student in the resolution of student discipline
probl enms. Such procedures shall provide that students may be excl uded
from their individual classes or activities for periods of tinme in
excess of that provided in subsection (2) of this section if such
students have repeatedly disrupted the | earning of other students. The
procedures nust be consistent with the rules of the superintendent of
public instruction and nust provide for early involvenent of parents in
attenpts to i nprove the student's behavi or.

(4) The procedures shall assure, pursuant to RCW 28A. 400. 110, that
all staff work cooperatively toward consistent enforcenent of proper
student behavior throughout each school as well as wthin each
cl assroom

(5)(a) A principal shall consider inposing |ong-term suspension or
expul sion as a sanction when deciding the appropriate disciplinary
action for a student who, after July 27, 1997:

(((8))) () Engages in two or nore violations within a three-year
period of RCW 9A 46.120, 28A. 320.135, 28A. 600.455, 28A. 600. 460,
28A. 635. 020, 28A. 600. 020, 28A.635.060, 9.41.280, or 28A. 320.140; or
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((b)y)) (i) Engages in one or nore of the offenses listed in RCW
13. 04. 155.

(b) The principal shall comunicate the disciplinary action taken
by the principal to the school personnel who referred the student to
the principal for disciplinary action.

(6) Any corrective action involving a suspension or expulsion from
school for nore_than ten days nust have an end date of not_ npore than
one calendar year fromthe tine of corrective action. Districts shal
make reasonable efforts to assist students and parents in returning to
an educational setting prior to and no later than the end date of the
corrective action. Wiere warranted based on public health or safety,
a_school may petition the superintendent of the school district,
pursuant to_policies_ and_ procedures adopted by the_ office of the
superintendent of public instruction, for authorization to exceed the
one calendar vyear limtation provided in_ this subsection. The
superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules outlining the
l[imted circunstances in which a school nmay petition to exceed the one

calendar year |imtation, including safeguards to_ ensure that the
school district has made every effort to plan for the student's return
to_school. School districts shall report to the office of the

superintendent of public instruction the nunber of petitions nade to
the school board and_the nunber of petitions granted on_an_annua
basi s.

(7) Nothing in_this section_prevents a_ public school district,
educational service district, the WAshington state center for chil dhood
deaf ness and hearing loss, or the state school for the blind if it has
suspended_or expelled_ _a_student from the student's_ regular_school
setting from providing educational services to the student in_ an
alternative setting or nodifying the suspension or expul sion on a case-
by- case basis.

*Sec. 304. RCW 28A.600.410 and 1992 ¢ 155 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The state of WAshi ngton excludes tens of thousands of students from
school each year due to out-of-school suspensions and expul sions. Qut-
of -school suspensions and_ expul sions contribute to poor academc
achi evenent, |lower graduation rates, and higher dropout rates. It is
the intent of the legislature to mnimze the use of out-of-school
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suspension_and_expulsion_and_its_inpact_ on_student achievenent by
reduci ng the nunber of days that students are excluded from school due
to disciplinary action. Student behavior should not result in the |oss
of educational opportunity in the public school system

School districts are encouraged to find alternatives to suspension
i ncluding reducing the length of a student's suspension conditioned by
t he comrencenent of counseling or other treatnent services. Consistent
with current law, the conditioning of a student's suspension does not
obligate the school district to pay for the counseling or other
treatnment services except for those stipulated and agreed to by the
district at the inception of the suspension.

*Sec. 304 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

Sec. 305. RCW 28A.600.460 and 1997 c 266 s 9 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) School district boards of directors shall adopt policies that
restore discipline to the classroom Such policies nust provide for at
| east the following: Allow ng each teacher to take disciplinary action
to correct a student who disrupts normal classroomactivities, abuses
or insults a teacher as prohibited by RCW 28A 635.010, wllfully
di sobeys a teacher, uses abusive or foul |anguage directed at a school
district enployee, school volunteer, or another student, violates
school rules, or who interferes with an orderly education process.
Disciplinary action may include but is not limted to: Oal or witten
reprimands; witten notification to parents of disruptive behavior, a
copy of which nust be provided to the principal.

(2) A student commtting an offense under chapter 9A 36, 9A 40
9A. 46, or 9A. 48 RCWwhen the activity is directed toward the teacher,
shall not be assigned to that teacher's classroomfor the duration of
the student's attendance at that school or any other school where the
t eacher is assigned.

(3) A student who commits an offense under chapter 9A 36, 9A. 40,
9A. 46, or 9A. 48 RCW when directed toward another student, nay be
removed from the classroom of the victim for the duration of the
student's attendance at that school or any other school where the
victimis enrolled. A student who commts an offense under one of the
chapters enunerated in this section against a student or anot her school
enpl oyee, may be expel |l ed or suspended.

p. 15 ESSB 5946. SL



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
N R O

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

(4) Nothing in this sectionis intended to limt the authority of
a school under existing law and rules to expel or suspend a student for
m sconduct or crim nal behavior.

(5) Al school districts nust collect data on disciplinary actions
taken in each school and nust record these actions using the statew de
student data system based on the data collection standards established
by the office of the superintendent of public instruction and the K-12
data governance group. The information shall be nade available to the
public ((uypen—+eguest—TFhis—ecolleettonof)), but public release of the
data shall not include personally identifiable information including,
but not limted to, a student's social security nunber, nane, or
addr ess.

Sec. 306. RCW 28A. 300.046 and 2011 c 288 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) (a) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules
establishing a standard definition of student absence fromschool. In
adopting the definition, the superintendent shall review current
practices in Washington school districts, definitions used in other
states, and any national standards or definitions used by the national
center for education statistics or other national groups. The
superintendent shall also consult with the building bridges work group
est abl i shed under RCW28A. 175. 075.

(b) Using the definition of student absence adopted under this
section, the superintendent shall establish an indicator for neasuring
student attendance in high schools for purposes of the PASS program
under RCW28A. 175. 130.

(2)(a) The K-12 data governance group under RCW 28A. 300.507 shal
establish the parameters and an inplenentation schedule for statew de
col l ection through the conprehensi ve educati on and data research system
of : (i) Student attendance data using the definitions of student
absence adopted under this section; and (ii) student discipline data
with a focus on suspensions and expul sions fromschool .

(b) ((AA—a—mnAbwum-)) Student  suspension__and__expul sion_data
collected for the purposes of this subsection (2) nust be:

(i) Made publicly available and easily accessible
superintendent of public instruction's web site; and

on_the
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(1i)_ Disaggregated and_cross-tabulated as_established_ under RCW
28A. 300. 042

(c) School districts nmust collect and submt student attendance
data and student discipline data for high school students through the
conpr ehensi ve education and data research system for purposes of the
PASS program under RCW 28A.175.130 beginning in the 2012-13 school
year.

Sec. 307. RCW 28A. 300.042 and 2009 ¢ 468 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Al student data-related reports required of the superintendent
of public instruction in this title nust be disaggregated by at |east
the foll ow ng subgroups of students: White, Black, Hispanic, Anerican
I ndi an/ Al askan Native, Asian, Pacific |slander/Hawaiian Native, |ow
incone, transitional bilingual, mgrant, special education, and
students covered by section 504 of the federal rehabilitation act of
1973, as anmended (29 U.S.C. Sec. 794).

(2) Al student data-related reports required of the superintendent
of public instruction regarding student suspensions and expul sions as
required in RCW 28A. 300. 046 are subject to disaggregation by subgroups
i ncl udi ng:

(a) Cender;

(b) Foster care;

(c) Honeless, if known;

(d) School district;

(e) School;

(f) G ade |level;

(g) Behavior infraction code, including:

(i) Bullying;

(ii) Tobacco;

(iii) Al cohol;

(iv) Illicit drug;

(v) Fighting without major injury;

(vi) Violence without major injury;

(vii) Violence with major injury;

(viii) Possession of a weapon; and

(ix) Oher behavior resulting from a_short-term or_ long-term
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suspension, expulsion, or interim_ alternative education setting
intervention;

(h) Intervention applied, including:

(i) Short-termsuspension;

(ii) Long-termsuspension;

(iii) Energency expul sion;

(iv) Expul sion;

(v) Interimalternative education settings;

(vi) No intervention applied; and

(vii) Oher_intervention applied that is not described in_this
subsection (2)(h);

(1) Nunber of days a student is suspended or expelled, to be

counted in half or full days; and

(1) Any other categories added at a future date by the data
gover nance group.

(3) Al student data-related reports required of the superintendent
of public instruction regarding student suspensions and expul sions as
required_in_ RCW 28A. 300.046_are_subject to_ cross-tabulation_at_ a
m ni mum by the foll ow ng:

(a) School and district;

(b) Race, low incone, special education, transitional bilinqgual,
mgrant, foster care, honeless, students covered by section 504 of the
federal rehabilitation _act of 1973, as anended (29 U S.C. Sec. 794),
and categories to be added in the future;

(c) Behavior infraction code; and

(d) Intervention applied.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 308. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 600
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) School districts should nake efforts to have suspended or
expel l ed students return to an educational setting as soon as possi bl e.
School districts should convene a neeting with the student and the
student's parents or guardians within twenty days of the student's
| ong-term suspensi on or expul sion, but no later than five days before
the student's enrollnent, to discuss a plan to reengage the student in
a school program

(2) In developing a reengagenent plan, school districts should
consi der shortening the length of tinme that the student is suspended or
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expel | ed, ot her forms  of corrective action, and supportive
interventions that aid in the student's academ c success and keep the
student engaged and on track to graduate. School districts nust create
a reengagenent plan tailored to the student's individual circunstances,
i ncl udi ng consideration of the incident that led to the student's | ong-
term suspension or expul sion. The plan should aid the student in
taking the necessary steps to renedy the situation that led to the
student's suspensi on or expul sion.

(3) Any reengagenent neetings conducted by the school district
i nvol ving the suspended or expelled student and his or her parents or
guardi ans are not intended to replace a petition for readm ssion.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 309. Nothing in chapter . . ., Laws of 2013 2nd
sp. sess. (this act) prevents a public school district, |aw enforcenent
agenci es, or |aw enforcenent personnel from enforcing | aws protecting
heal th and human safety.

PART |V
EDUCATOR SUPPORT PROGRAM

NEW SECTION. Sec. 401. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 415
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The educator support program is established to provide
pr of essi onal devel opnment and nent or support for begi nning educators and
educators on probation under RCW 28A. 405.100, to be conposed of the
begi nni ng educator support team for begi nning educators and conti nuous
i nprovenent coaching for educators on probation, as provided in this
section.

(2)(a) Subject to funds appropriated for this specific purpose, the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction shall allocate funds
for the beginning educator support team on a conpetitive basis to

i ndi vidual school districts or consortia of districts. School
districts are encouraged to include educational service districts in
creating regional consortia. In allocating funds, the office of the

superintendent of public instruction shall give priority to school
districts with | ow perform ng schools identified under RCW 28A. 657. 020
as being chall enged schools in need of inprovenent. A portion of the
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appropriated funds may be used for program coordi nation and provision
of statew de or regional professional devel opnent through the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction.

(b) A beginning educator support team nust include the follow ng
conponent s:

(1) A paid orientation or individualized assistance before the
start of the school year for beginning educators;

(i1) Assignnment of a trained and qualified nmentor for the first
three years for beginning educators, wth intensive support in the
first year and decreasing support over the follow ng years dependi ng on
t he needs of the begi nning educator;

(ti1) Professional devel opnent for beginning educators that is
designed to neet their unique needs for supplenental training and skil
devel opnent ;

(1v) Professional devel opnent for nentors;

(v) Release tine for nentors and their designated educators to work
together, as well as tine for educators to observe acconplished peers;
and

(vi) A programeval uation using a standard eval uati on tool provided
from the office of the superintendent of public instruction that
measures increased know edge, skills, and positive inpact on student
| earning for programparticipants.

(3) Subject to funds separately appropriated for this specific
purpose, the beginning educator support team conponents under
subsection (2) of this section may be provided for continuous
i nprovenent coaching to support educators on probation under RCW
28A. 405. 100.

Sec. 402. RCW 28A. 415.010 and 2006 ¢ 263 s 807 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

It shall be the responsibility of each educational service district
board to establish a center for the inprovenent of teaching. The
center shall adm nister, coordinate, and act as fiscal agent for such
prograns related to the recruitnent and training of certificated and
classified K-12 education personnel as may be delegated to the center
by the superintendent of public instruction under RCW28A. 310.470. To
assist in these activities, each educational service district board
shall establish an inprovenent of teaching coordinating council to
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include, at a mninum representatives as specified in RCW28A. 415. 040.
An existing in-service training task force, established pursuant to RCW
28A.415.040, may serve as the inprovenent of teaching coordinating
counci | . The educational service district board shall ensure
coordination of progranms established pursuant to RCW 28A 415. 030,
28A. 410. 060, and ((28A—415-250)) section 401 of this act.

The educational service district board may arrange each year for
the holding of one or nore teachers' institutes and/or workshops for
prof essional staff preparation and in-service training in such manner

and at such tine as the board believes will be of benefit to the
teachers and ot her professional staff of school districts within the
educational service district and shall comply with rules of the

pr of essi onal educator standards board pursuant to RCW 28A. 410.060 or

the superintendent of public instruction ((pursduant —te — RCW
28A—415-250)). The board may provi de such additional neans of teacher

and ot her professional staff preparation and in-service training as it

may deem necessary or appropriate and there shall be a proper charge

agai nst the educational service district general expense fund when
approved by the educational service district board.

Educational service district boards of contiguous educational
service districts, by mutual arrangenents, may hold joint institutes
and/ or workshops, the expenses to be shared in proportion to the
nunbers of certificated personnel as shown by the | ast annual reports
of the educational service districts holding such joint institutes or
wor kshops.

In local school districts enploying nore than one hundred teachers
and other professional staff, the school district superintendent my
hold a teachers' institute of one or nobre days in such district, said
institute when so held by the school district superintendent to be in
all respects governed by the provisions of this title and rules
relating to teachers' institutes held by educational service district
superi nt endent s.

PART V
ALTERNATI VE LEARNI NG EXPERI ENCES

Sec. 501. 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 34 s 1 (uncodified) is anended to read
as follows:

p. 21 ESSB 5946. SL
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(1) Under Article IX of the Washington state Constitution, all
children are entitled to an opportunity to receive a basic education.
Al t hough the state nust assure that students in public schools have
opportunities to participate in the instructional program of basic
education, there is no obligation for either the state or school
districts to provide that instruction using a particular delivery
met hod or through a particul ar program

(2) The legislature finds anpl e evidence of the need to exam ne and
reconsider policies wunder which alternative learning that occurs
out side the classroomusing an individual student |earning plan nay be
consi dered equivalent to full-tinme attendance in school, including for
fundi ng purposes. Previous |legislative studies have rai sed questions
about financial practices and accountability in alternative |earning
experience ((pregrans)) courses. Since 2005, there has been
significant enrollnment growth in alternative | earni ng experi ence online
((prograns)) courses, with evidence of unexpected financial inpact when
| arge nunmbers of nonresident students enroll in ((pregrans)) courses.
Based on this evidence, there is a rational basis on which to concl ude
that there are different costs associated with providing ((apregram)
courses not primarily based on full-tine, daily contact between
teachers and students and not primarily occurring on-site in a
cl assroom

(3) For these reasons, the legislature intends to allow for
continuing review and revision of the way in which state funding
allocations are wused to support alternative |earning experience

((proegrans)) courses.

Sec. 502. RCW 28A.150.325 and 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 34 s 2 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) ((Fer—purposes—of—this—chapters)) The_ definitions _in_this
subsection_apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly
requi res otherw se.

(a) "Alternative |learning experience ((pregra®w)) course” neans a
course ((er—set—of—courses)), or for grades kindergarten through eight
grade-level coursework, that 1is a delivery nethod for the program of
basi ¢ education and is:

((()) () Provided in whole or in part independently from a
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regul ar classroom setting or schedule, but may include sone conponents
of direct instruction;

((b)y)) (i) Supervised, nonitored, assessed, evaluated, and
docunented by a certificated teacher enpl oyed by the school district or
under contract as permtted by applicable rules; and

((€e)y)) (ii) Provided in accordance with a witten student
learning plan that is inplenmented pursuant to the school district's
policy and rul es adopted by the superintendent of public instruction
for alternative | earning experiences.

(b) "In-person" neans face-to-face instructional contact i
physi cal classroom environnent.

(c) "Instructional contact tinme" neans_instructional tine with_a

certificated teacher. Instructional contact tinme nust be for the
purposes_of actual _instruction, review of assignnents, testing,

evaluation_ of student progress, or other learning activities or
requirenents identifiedinthe student's witten student |earning plan.
I nstructional contact tine nust be related to an alternative |earning
experience course identified in the student's witten student |earning
plan. Instructional contact tine nay occur in a group setting between
the teacher and multiple students and nmay be delivered either in-person
or renotely using technol ogy.

(d) "Online course" neans an alternative | earni ng experience course
that has the sanme neaning as provided in RCW28A. 250. 010.

(e) "Renote course" neans an alternative | earni ng experience course
that is not an_ online course where the student has_ in-person
instructional contact tinme for less than twenty percent of the tota
weekly tine for the course. No mninmumin-person instructional contact
tine is required.

(f) "Site-based course" neans an alternative |earning experience
course where the student has in-person instructional contact tine for
at least twenty percent of the total weekly tine for the course.

(g) "Total weekly tinme" neans_the estimted_ average_ hours_ per
school week the student will engage in learning activities to neet the
requi renents of the witten student | earning plan.

(2)  ((Fhe—broad—categories—ol —alternative —learntng —expertence

nelude | i I :

= L ot | L . . ;
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e —Contract-—basedtearning—prograns)) School districts nay claim

state funding under section 503 of this act, to the extent otherw se
allowed by state law including the provisions of RCW 28A. 250. 060, for
students enrolled in renote, site-based, or online alternative | earning
experience courses. Hi gh school courses nust neet district or state
graduation requirenents and be offered for high school credit.

(3) School districts that offer alternative |earning experience
((proegrans)) courses may not provide any conpensation, reinbursenent,
gift, reward, or gratuity to any parents, guardians, or students for
participation in the courses. School district enpl oyees are prohibited
fromrecei ving any conpensation or paynment as an incentive to increase
student enrollnment of out-of-district students in ((anr)) alternative
| earni ng experience ((progran)) courses. This prohibition includes,

but is not limted to, providing funds to parents, guardians, or
students for the purchase of educational materials, supplies,
experiences, services, or technological equipnent. A district may

purchase educational materials, equipnment, or other nonconsumable
supplies for students’ use in alternative |learning experience
((prograns)) courses if the purchase is consistent with the district's
approved curriculum conforns to applicable |aws and rules, and i s nade
in the sanme manner as such purchases are nmade for students in the

district's regular instructional program Itenms so purchased remain
the property of the school district upon program conpletion. Schoo
districts may not purchase or contract for instructional or
cocurricular experiences and services that are included in an
alternative Jlearning experience witten student Iearning plan
including but not limted to lessons, trips, and other activities,

unl ess substantially simlar experiences and services are available to
students enrolled in the district's regular instructional program
School districts that purchase or contract for such experiences and
services for students enrolled in an alternative | earning experience
((pregram ) course nust submt an annual report to the office of the
superi ntendent of public instruction detailing the costs and purposes
of the expenditures. These requirenments extend to contracted providers
of alternative |earning experience ((prograns)) courses, and each
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district shall be responsible for nonitoring the conpliance of its
providers wth these requirenents. However, nothing in this
((seetion)) subsection shall prohibit school districts fromcontracting
with school district enployees to_provide services or_experiences to
students, or from contracting wth online providers approved by the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction pursuant to chapter
28A. 250 RCW

(4 ((Part-—tire—enroHent—tn—alternativetearntng—expertences—+s
subj ect to the provisions of- RCW28A. 150. 350.

learning —experience —prograns)) Each_ school district offering_ or
contracting to offer alternative | earning experience courses nust:

(a) Report annually to the_ superintendent of public_instruction
regarding the course types and_ offerings, and nunber of students
participating in each;

(b) Docunent the district of residence for each student enrolled in
an alternative | earning experience course; and

(c) Beginning in the 2013-14 school year and continuing through the
2016-17 school year, pay costs _associated with a_ biennial neasure of
student outcones _and_financial audit of the district's alternative
| earni ng experience courses by the office of the state auditor.

(5 A _school district offering_or_ contracting to_offer_ an
alternative | earning_experience course to_a nonresident student nust
inform the resident school district if the student drops out of the
course or is otherwi se no | onger enroll ed.

(6) School districts nust assess the educational progress of
enrolled students at | east annually, using, for full-tinme students, the
state assessnent for the student's grade |level and using_ any other
annual assessnents required by the school district. Part-tinme students
nmust al so be assessed at |east annually. However, part-tine students
who are either receiving hone-based instruction under chapter 28A. 200
RCW or who are enrolled in an approved private school under chapter
28A. 195 RCWare not required to participate in the assessnents required
under chapter 28A. 655 RCW The rules nust address how students who
reside outside the geographic service area of the school district are
to be assessed.
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(7) Beginning with the 2013-14 school year, school districts nust
designate alternative |learning_experience_ courses _as__such_when
reporting course information to the office of the superintendent of
public instruction under RCW 28A. 300. 500.

(8)(a) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules
necessary to inplenent this section.

(b) Rules adopted for weekly direct personal contact requirenents
and nonthly progress evaluation nust be flexible and reflect the needs
of the student and the student's individual |learning plan rather than
specifying_an_anmount of tine. In _addition, the rules nust_reduce
docunentation requirenents, particularly for  students  naking
satisfactory progress, based on_the unique aspects of the alternative
| earni ng_experience course types defined in this section and taking
into consideration_the technical and system capabilities associated
with the different course types.

(c) The rules nust establish procedures that address how the
counting of students nust be coordinated by resident and nonresident
districts for state funding so that no student is counted for nore than
one full-tine equivalent in the aggregate.

NEW SECTI ON..  Sec. 503. The superintendent of public instruction
shall separately calculate and all ocate noneys appropriated under RCW
28A. 150. 260 to school districts for each full-tinme equival ent student
enrolled in an alternative | earning experience course. The calculation
shal | be based on the estinmated statew de annual average all ocation per
full-tinme equival ent student in grades nine through twelve in general
education, excluding small high school enhancenents, and i ncluding
applicabl e rules and provisions of the omi bus appropriations act.

Sec. 504. RCW 28A.250.010 and 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 34 s 5 are each
anended to read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(D(a) "Multidistrict online provider" neans:

(1) Aprivate or nonprofit organization that enters into a contract
with a school district to provide online courses or prograns to K-12
students fromnore than one school district;

ESSB 5946. SL p. 26



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDDNNMNDNMNMNMNNNMNPRPPRPPRPPRPERPEPRERPPREPE
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o N0 WDNPE OO oo N O wWw DN e o

(i) Aprivate or nonprofit organi zation that enters into contracts
with multiple school districts to provide online courses or prograns to
K-12 students fromthose districts; or

(1i1) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, a school
district that provides online courses or prograns to students who
resi de outside the geographi c boundaries of the school district.

(b) "Multidistrict online provider" does not include a school
district online I earning programin which fewer than ten percent of the
students enrolled in the program are from other districts under the
interdistrict student transfer provisions of RCW 28A. 225. 225.
"Multidistrict online provider" also does not include regional online
| earni ng prograns that are jointly devel oped and inplenmented by two or
nore school districts or an educational service district through an
interdistrict cooperative programagreenent that addresses, at m ni num
how the districts share student full-tinme equival ency for state basic
education funding purposes and how categorical education prograns,
i ncl udi ng speci al education, are provided to eligible students.

(2)(a) "Online course" neans a course or_grade-level coursework
wher e:

(1) Mre than half of the course content is delivered
electronically using the internet or other conputer-based nethods;
((and))

(i) Mre than half of the teaching is conducted from a renote
| ocation through an online course | earning managenent system or ot her
online or electronic tools;

(iii) Acertificated teacher has the primary responsibility for the
student's instructional interaction. lInstructional interaction between
the teacher and the student includes, but is not |limted to, direct
instruction, review of assignnments, assessnent, testing, progress
noni toring, and educational facilitation; and

(iv) Students have access to the teacher synchronously,
asynchronously, or both.

(b) "Online school progrant nmeans a school programthat ((=

(i) Ofers courses or grade-level coursewrk that is delivered
pra-y—electrontcalb-by —using—the —aternet —or—other—conputber-based
et hods;

{(it) Ofers courses or grade-level coursewrk that is taught by a
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teacher — prmartby — FHrom—a—renpte — Locatton —ustng — onbine — o —other
el-ectron-ec—tools—Students—enrobed —n—an—onne —program—may—have

H+++))) offers a sequential set of online courses or grade-|eve
coursework that may be taken in a single school termor throughout the
school year in a manner that could provide a full-tine basic education
program if so desired by the student. Students may enroll in the
program as part-tinme or full-tine students((:—and

tools for-student and data nanagenent)).

(c) An online course or online school programmay be delivered to
students at school as part of the regularly schedul ed school day. An
online course or online school program also may be delivered to
students, in whole or in part, independently froma regular classroom
schedule, but such <courses or prograns nust conply wth RCW
((28A—15060-262)) 28A.150.325 (as recodified by this act) and associ at ed
rul es adopted_by the superintendent of public instruction to qualify
for state basic education funding.

(3) "Online provider" neans any provider of an online course or
program including multidistrict online providers, all school district
online |l earning prograns, and all regional online |earning prograns.

Sec. 505. RCW 28A.250.020 and 2011 1st sp.s. c¢c 34 s 6 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction, in collaboration with
the state board of education, shall develop and inplenent approva
criteria and a process for approving online providers; a process for
monitoring and if necessary rescinding the approval of courses or
prograns offered by an online provider; and an appeals process. The
criteria and processes for multidistrict online providers shall be
adopt ed by rul e by Decenber 1, 2009.

(2) When devel oping the approval criteria, the superintendent of
public instruction shall require that providers offering online courses
or prograns have accreditation, or are candidates for _accreditation
t hrough the Northwest accreditation conmm ssion or another national,
regional, or state accreditation programlisted by the office of the
superintendent of public instruction ((alHter—eensultation—wth—the
Vashington coalition for online learning)). In addition to other

ESSB 5946. SL p. 28



©O© 00 N O Ul WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDDNDNMNDNMNMNMNMNNMNPEPPRPPRPPRPPRPERPEPRPPRPPREPE
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o N O P WDNPE OO oo N O W DN Ee o

criteria, the approval criteria shall include the degree of alignnment
wth state academc standards and require that all teachers be
certificated in accordance with Washington state |law. \Wen revi ew ng
online providers that offer high school courses, the superintendent of
public instruction shall assure that the courses offered by the
provider are eligible for high school credit. However, final decisions
regarding whether <credit neets the school district's graduation
requi renents shall remain the responsibility of the school districts.

(3) Initial approval of online providers by the superintendent of
public instruction shall be for four years. The superintendent of
public instruction shall develop a process for the renewal of approvals
and for rescinding approvals based on nonconpliance wth approval
requirenents. Any nultidistrict online provider that was approved by
the digital |earning conmons or accredited by the Northwest association
of accredited schools before July 26, 2009, and that neets the teacher
certification requirenents of subsection (2) of this section, is exenpt
fromthe initial approval process under this section until August 31
2012, but nust conply with the process for renewal of approvals and
must conply wi th approval requirenents.

(4) The superintendent of public instruction shall make the first
round of decisions regardi ng approval of nmultidistrict online providers
by April 1, 2010. The first round of decisions regarding approval of
online providers that are not nultidistrict online providers shall be
made by April 1, 2013. Thereafter, the superintendent of public
instruction shall nake annual approval decisions no | ater than Novenber
1st of each year.

(5) The superintendent of public instruction shall establish an
online | earning advisory conmttee within existing resources that shal
provi de advice to the superintendent regarding the approval criteria,
maj or conponents of the web site, the nodel school district policy,
nodel agreenents, and other related matters. The commttee shal
i nclude a representative of each of the follow ng groups: Private and
public online providers, parents of online students, accreditation
organi zations, educational service districts, school ©principals,
teachers, school adm nistrators, school board nenbers, institutions of
hi gher education, and other individuals as determned by the
superintendent. Menbers of the advisory commttee shall be sel ected by
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t he superintendent based on nom nations from statew de organi zati ons,
shal | serve three-year ternms, and may be reappointed. The
superintendent shall select the chair of the commttee.

Sec. 506. RCW 28A. 250.050 and 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 34 s 11 are each
anended to read as foll ows:

(1) By August 31, 2010, all school district boards of directors
shall develop policies and procedures regarding student access to

online courses and online I|earning prograns. The policies and
procedures shall include but not be limted to: Student eligibility
criteria; the types of online courses available to students through the
school district; the nmethods districts wll use to support student

success, which may include a |ocal advisor; when the school district
will and will not pay course fees and other costs; the granting of high
school credit; and a process for students and parents or guardians to
formally acknowl edge any course taken for which no credit is given
The policies and procedures shall take effect beginning with the 2010-
11 school year. School districts shall submt their policies to the
superintendent of public instruction by Septenber 15, 2010. By
Decenber 1, 2010, the superintendent of public instruction shal
summari ze the school district policies regarding student access to
online courses and submt a report to the | egislature.

(2) School districts nust award credit and grades for online high
school courses successfully conpleted by a student that neet the school
district's graduation requirenents and are provided by an approved
onl i ne provider.

(3) School districts shall provide students wth information
regarding online courses that are available through the school
district. The information shall include the types of information

described in subsection (1) of this section.

(4) When developing local or regional online |earning prograns,
school districts shall incorporate into the program design the approval
criteria devel oped by the superintendent of public instruction under
RCW 28A. 250. 020.

Sec. 507. RCW 28A.250.060 and 2011 1st sp.s. c¢c 34 s 8 are each

anmended to read as foll ows:
(1) Beginning with the 2011-12 school year, school districts may
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claimstate fundi ng under ((REW-28A-150-260)) section 503 of this act
to the extent otherw se allowed by state law, for students enrolled in
online courses or prograns only if the online courses or prograns are:

(a) Ofered by a nultidistrict online provider approved under RCW
28A. 250. 020 by the superintendent of public instruction;

(b) Ofered by a school district online learning programif the
program serves students who reside within the geographi c boundaries of
the school district, including school district prograns in which fewer
than ten percent of the program s students reside outside the school
district's geographic boundaries; or

(c) Ofered by a regional online | earning programwhere courses are
jointly devel oped and offered by two or nore school districts or an
educational service district through an interdistrict cooperative
program agr eenent .

(2) Beginning with the 2013-14 school year, school districts may
claimstate fundi ng under ((REW-28A-150-260)) section 503 of this act
to the extent otherw se allowed by state |law, for students enrolled in
online courses or prograns only if the online courses or prograns are
offered by an online provider approved under RCW 28A. 250.020 by the
superintendent of public instruction.

(3) Criteria shall be established by the superintendent of public
instruction to allow online courses that have not been approved by the
superintendent of public instruction to be eligible for state funding
if the course is in a subject matter in which no courses have been
approved and, if it is a high school course, the course neets
Washi ngt on hi gh school graduation requirenents.

Sec. 508. RCW 28A. 250. 070 and 2009 ¢ 542 s 8 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Nothing in this chapter is intended to dimnish the rights of
students to attend a nonresident school district in accordance with RCW
28A. 225. 220 t hrough 28A. 225. 230 for the purposes of enrolling in online
courses or online school prograns. The office of online | earning under
RCW 28A. 250. 030 shall develop a standard form which nust be used by
all school districts, for releasing_a student to a nonresident school
district for the purposes of enrolling in an online course or online
school program
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 509. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 250
RCWto read as foll ows:

An online school program may request a waiver fromthe office of
the superintendent of public instruction to admnister one or nore
sections of the statew de student assessnment for grades three through
eight for sonme or all students enrolled in the program on alternate
days or on an alternate schedule, as long as the admnistration is
within the testing period established by the office. The office my
deny a request for a waiver if the online school program s proposa
does not nmaintain adequate test security or would reduce the
reliability of the assessnent results by providing an inequitable
advant age for sone students.

Sec. 510. RCW 28A. 225.220 and 1995 ¢ 335 s 602 and 1995 ¢ 52 s 2
are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) Any board of directors nmay nake agreenents with adults choosi ng
to attend school, and may charge the adults reasonable tuition.

(2) A district is strongly encouraged to honor the request of a
parent or guardian for his or her child to attend a school in another
district or the request of a parent or guardian for his or her child to
transfer as a student receiving honme-based instruction.

(3) A district shall release a student to a nonresident district
that agrees to accept the student if:

(a) Afinancial, educational, safety, or health condition affecting
the student would l|likely be reasonably inproved as a result of the
transfer; or

(b) Attendance at the school in the nonresident district is nore
accessible to the parent's place of work or to the location of child
care; or

(c) There is a special hardship or detrinental condition,_ or

(d) The purpose of the transfer is for the student to enroll in an

online course_or online school program offered by an online provider
approved under RCW28A. 250. 020.

(4) A district may deny the request of a resident student to
transfer to a nonresident district if the release of the student would
adversely affect the district's existing desegregation pl an.

(5) For the purpose of helping a district assess the quality of its
education program a resident school district may request an optional
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exit interview or questionnaire with the parents or guardians of a
child transferring to another district. No parent or guardi an nay be
forced to attend such an interview or conplete the questionnaire.

(6) Beginning with the 1993-94 school year, school districts may
not charge transfer fees or tuition for nonresident students enrolled
under subsection (3) of this section and RCW 28A 225.225.
Rei mbursenent of a high school district for cost of educating high
school pupils of a nonhigh school district shall not be deenmed a
transfer fee as affecting the apportionnent of current state school
f unds.

Sec. 511. RCW 28A. 225.225 and 2013 ¢ 192 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except for students who reside out-of-state and students under
RCW 28A. 225. 217, a district shall accept applications from nonresident
students who are the children of full-time certificated and classified
school enpl oyees, and those children shall be permtted to enroll:

(a) At the school to which the enpl oyee i s assigned,

(b) At a school formng the district's Kthrough 12 conti nuum whi ch
i ncl udes the school to which the enpl oyee is assigned; or

(c) At a school in the district that provides early intervention
servi ces pursuant to RCW 28A. 155. 065 or preschool services pursuant to
RCW 28A. 155. 070, if the student is eligible for such services.

(2) Adistrict may reject applications under this section if:

(a) The student's disciplinary records indicate a history of
convictions for offenses or crines, violent or disruptive behavior, or
gang nenber shi p;

(b) The student has been expell ed or suspended froma public school
for nore than ten consecutive days. Any policy allowing for
readm ssion of expelled or suspended students under this subsection
(2)(b) must apply wuniformy to both resident and nonresident
applicants; ((er))

(c) Enrollnment of a child under this section would displace a child
who is a resident of the district, except that if a child is admtted
under subsection (1) of this section, that child shall be permtted to
remain enrolled at that school, or in that district's Kkindergarten
t hrough twelfth grade conti nuum until he or she has conpleted his or
her schooling; or
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(d) The student has repeatedly failed to conply with requirenents
for participation in an online school program such as participating in
weekly direct contact with the teacher or nonthly progress eval uati ons.

(3) A nonhigh district that is participating in an innovation
acadeny cooperative may not accept an application from a high schoo
student that conflicts with RCW28A. 340. 080.

(4) Except as provided in subsection (1) of this section, all
districts accepting applications from nonresident students or from
students receiving hone-based instruction for admssion to the
district's schools shall consider equally all applications received.
Each school district shall adopt a policy establishing rational, fair,
and equitabl e standards for acceptance and rejection of applications by
June 30, 1990. The policy may include rejection of a nonresident
student if:

(a) Acceptance of a nonresident student would result in the
di strict experiencing a financial hardship;

(b) The student's disciplinary records indicate a history of
convictions for offenses or crines, violent or disruptive behavior, or
gang nenber shi p;

(c) Accepting of the nonresident student would conflict with RCW
28A. 340. 080; or

(d) The student has been expell ed or suspended froma public school
for nore than ten consecutive days. Any policy allowing for
readm ssion of expelled or suspended students under this subsection
(4)(d) must apply wuniformy to both resident and nonresident
appl i cants.

For purposes of subsections (2)(a) and (4)(b) of this section,
"gang" neans a group which: (i) Consists of three or nore persons
(ii) bhas identifiable |eadership; and (iii) on an ongoing basis,
regularly conspires and acts in concert mainly for crimnal purposes.

(5) The district shall provide to applicants witten notification
of the approval or denial of the application in a tinely manner. If
the application is rejected, the notification shall include the reason
or reasons for denial and the right to appeal under RCW28A. 225. 230( 3).

Sec. 512. RCW 28A.150.100 and 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 34 s 10 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:
(1) For the purposes of this section and RCW 28A. 150.410 and
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28A. 400. 200, "basic education certificated instructional staff" neans
all full-time equivalent classroom teachers, teacher librarians,
gui dance counselors, certificated student health services staff, and
other certificated instructional staff in the follow ng prograns as
defined for statewi de school district accounting purposes: Basi c
education, secondary vocational education, general instructional
support, and general supportive services.

(2) Each school district shall maintain a ratio of at |east forty-
si x basic education certificated instructional staff to one thousand
annual average full-tinme equivalent students. This requirenent does
not apply to that portion of a district's annual average full-tinme
equivalent enrollnment that is enrolled in alternative |[|earning
experience ((prograns)) courses as defined in RCW 28A. 150.325 (as
recodified by this act).

Sec. 513. RCW 28A.525.162 and 2012 ¢ 244 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Funds appropriated to the superintendent of public instruction
from the comon school construction fund shall be allotted by the
superintendent of public instruction in accordance with this chapter.

(2) No allotnment shall be made to a school district until such
district has provided local funds equal to or greater than the
di fference between the total approved project cost and the anount of
state funding assistance to the district for financing the project
conput ed pursuant to RCW 28A.525.166, with the foll ow ng exceptions:

(a) The superintendent of public instruction may waive the |oca
requirenent for state funding assistance for districts which have
provi ded funds for school building construction purposes through the
aut hori zation of bonds or through the authorization of excess tax
| evies or both in an anmount equivalent to two and one-half percent of
the value of its taxable property, as defined in RCW 39. 36. 015.

(b) No such local funds shall be required as a condition to the
all otment of funds from the state for the purpose of naking major or
m nor structural changes to existing school facilities in order to
bring such facilities into conpliance wth the barrier free access
requi rements of section 504 of the federal rehabilitation act of 1973
(29 U.S.C. Sec. 706) and rul es inplenenting the act.
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(3) For the purpose of conputing the state funding assistance
percentage under RCW 28A. 525.166 when a school district is granted
authority to enter into contracts, adjusted valuation per pupil shal
be cal cul at ed usi ng headcount student enroll nents fromthe nost recent
Cct ober enrol Il ment reports submtted by districts to the superintendent
of public instruction, adjusted as foll ows:

(a) In the case of projects for which |ocal bonds were approved
after May 11, 1989:

(1) For districts which have been designated as serving hi gh school
districts under RCW 28A. 540.110, students residing in the nonhigh
district so designating shall be excluded fromthe enrollnent count if
the student is enrolled in any grade |evel not offered by the nonhigh
district;

(1i1) The enrollment of nonhigh school districts shall be increased
by the nunber of students residing within the district who are enrolled
in a serving high school district so designated by the nonhigh schoo
district wunder RCW 28A 540.110, including only students who are
enrolled in grade levels not offered by the nonhi gh school district;
and

(ii1) The nunber of preschool students with disabilities included
in the enroll ment count shall be multiplied by one-half;

(b) I'n the case of construction or nodernization of high schoo
facilities in districts serving students fromnonhi gh school districts,
t he adj usted valuation per pupil shall be conputed using the conbi ned
adj usted val uations and enroll nents of each district, each wei ghted by
the percentage of the district's resident high school students served
by the high school district;

(c) The nunber of kindergarten students included in the enroll nment
count shall be counted as one headcount student; and

(d) The nunber of students residing outside the school district who
are enrolled in alternative |earning experience ((proegrans)) courses
under RCW 28A. 150.325 (as recodified by this act) shall be excluded
fromthe total.

(4) In lieu of the exclusion in subsection (3)(d) of this section,
a district may submt an alternative cal culation for excludi ng students
enrolled in alternative | earning experience ((pregrans)) courses. The
alternative cal cul ati on nust show the student headcount use of district
classroomfacilities on a regular basis for a regular duration by out-
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of -district alternative learning experience ((proegran)) students
subtracted by the headcount of in-district alternative |[|earning
experience ((proegran)) students not using district classroomfacilities
on a regular basis for a reasonable duration. The alternative
cal cul ation nust be submtted in a form approved by the office of the
superintendent of public instruction. The office of the superintendent
of public instruction nust develop rules to define "regul ar basis" and
"reasonabl e duration.”

(5) The superintendent of public instruction, considering policy
recommendations from the school facilities citizen advisory panel,
shal |l prescribe such rules as are necessary to equate insofar as
possi ble the efforts made by school districts to provide capital funds
by the neans af oresai d.

(6) For the purposes of this section, "preschool students wth
disabilities" nmeans children of preschool age who have devel opnental
disabilities who are entitled to services under RCW28A. 155. 010 t hr ough
28A. 155. 100 and are not included in the kindergarten enroll ment count
of the district.

Sec. 514. RCW 28A.525.166 and 2012 ¢ 244 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Al l ocations to school districts of state funds provided by RCW
28A. 525. 162 t hrough 28A.525.180 shall be made by the superintendent of
public instruction and the anount of state funding assistance to a
school district in financing a school plant project shall be determ ned
in the foll ow ng manner:

(1) The boards of directors of the districts shall determ ne the
total cost of the proposed project, which cost may include the cost of
acquiring and preparing the site, the cost of constructing the building
or of acquiring a building and preparing the sane for school use, the
cost of necessary equi pnment, taxes chargeable to the project, necessary
architects' fees, and a reasonable anmount for contingencies and for
ot her necessary incidental expenses: PROVIDED, That the total cost of
the project shall be subject to review and approval by the
superi nt endent .

(2) The state funding assistance percentage for a school district
shal | be conputed by the follow ng fornul a:
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The ratio of the school district's adjusted valuation per pupi
divided by the ratio of the total state adjusted valuation per pupi
shall be subtracted from three, and then the result of the foregoing
shall be divided by three plus (the ratio of the school district's
adj usted val uation per pupil divided by the ratio of the total state
adj usted val uati on per pupil).

District adjusted Totd state

3-valuation + adjusted valuation
Computed per pupil per pupil State
State = =- % Funding
Ratio District adjusted Tota state Assistance
3+vauation + adjusted valuation
per pupil per pupil

PROVI DED, That in the event the state funding assi stance percentage to
any school district based on the above fornula is less than twenty
percent and such school district is otherwise eligible for state
funding assistance under RCW 28A.525.162 through 28A. 525.180, the
superintendent nay establish for such district a state funding
assi stance percentage not in excess of twenty percent of the approved
cost of the project, if the superintendent finds that such additiona
assi stance is necessary to provide mninmumfacilities for housing the
pupils of the district.

(3) Inaddition to the conputed state fundi ng assi stance percent age
devel oped in subsection (2) of this section, a school district shall be
entitled to additional percentage points determ ned by the average
percentage of growh for the past three years. One percent shall be
added to the conmputed state funding assistance percentage for each
percent of growth, with a maxi mumof twenty percent.

(4) In conmputing the state funding assistance percentage in
subsection (2) of this section and adjusting the percentage under
subsection (3) of this section, students residing outside the schoo
district who are enrolled in alternative |earning experience
((pregrans)) courses under RCW 28A. 150. 325 (as recodified by this act)
shall be excluded from the count of total pupils. In lieu of the
exclusion in this subsection, a district may subnmit an alternative

calculation for excluding students enrolled in alternative |earning
experience ((prograns)) courses. The alternative cal cul ati on nmnust show
t he student headcount use of district classroomfacilities on a regul ar

ESSB 5946. SL p. 38



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwwWwMNDNDNDMDNDNMNMNDNMDDNMNDMNMDNMNMDNEPRPPRPEPRPRPRPPRPERPRPERPPRPRE
0O N Ol A WNPEFP O OOWuNO O WNEPEOOOWOOWwWNOO O~ owDNDER.Oo

basis for a reasonable duration by out-of-district alternative | earning
experience ((pregran)) students subtracted by the headcount of in-
district alternative | earning experience ((pregran)) students not using
district classroom facilities on a regular basis for a reasonable
dur ati on. The alternative calculation nust be submtted in a form
approved by the office of the superintendent of public instruction.
The office of the superintendent of public instruction nust devel op
rules to define "regul ar basis" and "reasonabl e duration.™

(5) The approved cost of the project determned in the manner
prescribed in this section multiplied by the state fundi ng assi stance
percentage derived as provided for in this section shall be the anpunt
of state funding assistance to the district for the financing of the
proj ect : PROVI DED, That need therefor has been established to the
sati sfaction of the superintendent: PROVIDED, FURTHER, That additiona
state funding assistance may be allowed if it is found by the
superintendent, considering policy recomendations from the school
facilities citizen advisory panel that such assistance i s necessary in
order to neet (a) a school housing energency resulting from the
destruction of a school building by fire, the condemati on of a school
bui | ding by properly constituted authorities, a sudden excessive and
clearly foreseeable future increase in school population, or other
conditions simlarly energent in nature; or (b) a special school
housi ng burden resulting from projects of statew de significance or
inposed by virtue of the adm ssion of nonresident students into
educati onal prograns established, maintained and operated in conformty
with the requirenents of law, or (c) a deficiency in the capital funds
of the district resulting fromfinancing, subsequent to April 1, 1969,
and wi thout benefit of the state funding assistance provided by prior
state assi stance progranms, the construction of a needed school buil di ng
project or projects approved in conformty with the requirenents of
such progranms, after having first applied for and been denied state
fundi ng assi stance because of the inadequacy of state funds avail able
for the purpose, or (d) a condition created by the fact that an
excessi ve nunber of students live in state owned housing, or (e) a need
for the construction of a school building to provide for inproved
school district organization or racial balance, or (f) conditions
simlar to those defined under (a), (b), (c¢), (d), and (e) of this
subsection, creating a |i ke emergency.
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*NEW SECTION. Sec. 515. (1) The office of financial nanagenent
shall conduct a study, in consultation wth, at mninmum one
representative each fromschool districts that adm nister renote, site-
based, and online alternative | earning experience courses; the office
of the superintendent of public instruction; the Wshington state
institute for public policy; individuals with expertise in outcomne-
based public school funding nodels; a Wshington state nonprofit
organi zation with expertise in alternative | earning education; and the
| egi sl ative eval uation and accountability programconmttee.

(2) The purpose of the study is to create a proposal for
efficiently and sustainably funding alternative |earning experience
courses and to recomend steps to increase the focus on educationa
outcones. The study may reconmmend the funding nethod established in
section 503 of this act or another nethod of funding. The study shal
review alternative |learning funding nodels used in other states and
consi der the advantages and di sadvantages of applying state policies,
including funding policies, differentially depending on the type of
alternative | earning experience course. The study should al so include
but not be limted to, recommendati ons for establishing baseline data
regarding alternative I|earning experience student proficiency and
achievenent in relation to students in a conparable denographic,
identifying outcone targets and nethods to neasure progress toward
targets, identifying methods to ensure ongoi ng eval uati on of outcones
that account for the student denographics being served, and inproving
alternative | earning experience accountability.

(3) The office of financial managenent shall report its findings
fromthe study to the quality education council by Novenber 1, 2013.
The quality education council shall review the findings and make
recommendations to the education and fiscal comittees of the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 15, 2013.

*Sec. 515 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

NEW__SECTION. Sec. 516. RCW 28A.150.262 (Defining full-time
equi val ent student--Students receiving instruction through alternative
| earni ng experience online prograns--Requirenents) and 2011 1st sp.s.
c 34 s 3, 2009 c 542 s 9, & 2005 c 356 s 2 are each repeal ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 517. (1) RCW 28A.150.325 is recodified as a
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section in chapter 28A.--- RCW(the new chapter created in section 518
of this act).

(2) 2011 1st sp.s. ¢ 34 s 1 is codified as a section in chapter
28A.--- RCW(the new chapter created in section 518 of this act).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 518. Sections 501 and 503 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 28A RCW

PART VI
M SCELLANEQUS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 601. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW 28A.165.025 (School district program plan) and 2009 c 556
s 1&2004 c 20 s 3;

(2) RCW 28A.165.045 (Pl an approval process) and 2009 c 556 s 2 &
2004 c 20 s 5;

(3) RCW 28A.415.250 (Teacher assistance program-Provision for
ment or teachers) and 2009 ¢ 539 s 5, 1993 ¢ 336 s 401, 1991 c 116 s 19,
1990 ¢ 33 s 403, 1987 ¢ 507 s 1, & 1985 ¢ 399 s 1; and

(4) RCW28A.415.260 (Pilot programusing full-tinme mentor teachers)
and 1998 ¢ 245 s 12 & 1993 c¢ 336 s 402.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 602. Section 503 of this act is necessary for
the i medi ate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state governnment and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect i medi ately.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 603. |If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other

persons or circunstances is not affected.

Passed by the Senate June 28, 2013.

Passed by the House June 28, 2013.

Approved by the Governor June 30, 2013, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State July 1, 2013.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:

"I am returning herewith, w thout ny approval as to Sections 304 and
515, Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5946 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Rel ating to strengtheni ng student educational outcones."”
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This legislation includes reforns to inprove student achievenent,
which includes strategies to address early elenentary school
literacy, strengthening the |earning assistance prograns, reformng
the approach to long-term student suspensions, and clarifications
regarding the alternative | earni ng experience program

Section 304 is an intent section that discusses various experiences of
school s and students, and is not necessary to interpret or inplenent
the substantive provisions of the bill. For this reason, | have
vet oed section 304.

Section 515 requires the O fice of Financial Managenent by Novenber 1,
2013, to conplete a study, in consultation with various stakehol ders,
to create a proposal for efficiently and sustainably funding
alternative |earning experience courses and to recomend steps to
i ncrease the focus of educational outcomes. G ven the short tineline
for conpletion, the Ofice would need to contract for the work, and no
funding was provided to the Ofice to conduct the study. For these
reasons, | have vetoed section 515.

For these reasons | have vetoed Sections 304 and 515 of Engrossed
Substitute Senate Bill 5946.

Wth the exception of Sections 304 and 515, Engrossed Substitute
Senate Bill 5946 is approved.™
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